


ON E  V I S ION

A  S E C O N D  
T O P - C L A S S  W I N E
Even back then, the founding fathers never doubted the future success of 
Arachon and agreed on a second wine.

In the manner of many great wineries, the trio has been producing a 
second premium wine with the name A’Kira since 2001. Their aim was to 
demonstrate the considerable potential of a monovarietal wine made of 
the Blaufränkisch grape, indigenous to Burgenland.

Together they created Austrian red wines of international repute.

Wine connoisseurs the world over have been enthusing about Arachon 
T.FX.T since 1996. Without including the second wine, A’Kira T.FX.T, 
over 1.5 million bottles have been sold, making Arachon T.FX.T one of 
the most successful Austrian wines.

A  P R E M I U M 
AU S T R I A N  W I N E
In the mid 1990s, Tibor Szemes, F.X.Pichler and Manfred Tement joined 
forces. The three firm friends visualised the creation of a premium, Austrian 
wine using their collective experience and expertise.

The example set by great French wines and their own passionate appreciation 
of red wine, were inspiration enough to set the T.FX.T trio on their quest.

Their goal was nothing less than the creation of a premium, Austrian, red 
wine in quantities allowing for export. They wanted to reflect the potential of 
the best wine-growing regions in Burgenland, aiming for world recognition 
of red wine “Made in Austria”. A novelty at the time.

After two years of maturing, the first Arachon T.FX.T 1996 was launched 
in 1998.

From left to right: F.X. & Rudolfine Pichler, Oscar Szemes, Heidi & Manfred Tement, Johanna & Lucas Pichler 
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T WO  W I N E S

U N M I S TA K E A B L E
“Arachon”, the mediaeval name for the wine-growing village 
of Horitschon in Burgenland, is also the name of a wine that, 
since 1996, has enjoyed great critical acclaim the world over. 
The grapes for both wines, Arachon T.FX.T and A’Kira are 
grown here in Horitschon at the heart of Central Burgenland. 
This is classic red wine country where grapes have been grown 
for centuries. 

Both Arachon T.FX.T and A’Kira are vinified by the three 
wine-making families, Szemes, Pichler and Tement and 
matured in the Arachon cellars in Pinkafeld close to the main 
Szemes premises.

A R AC H O N  T. F X .T
This is the name of our number one wine. It displays the full 
promise of Austrian red wines, featuring the unique flavours 
lent by its Burgenland terroir. The sparse mica slate of the 
northern part of Central Burgenland lends elegant, mineral 
and salty notes, while the combination with heavy clay and 
loess soils further south result in a full-bodied, robust wine, 
heightened in its complexity.

Grapes of the highest quality are harvested from vineyards 
established up to 65 years ago. The taste of these grapes is 
quite unique.

A' K I R A  T. F X .T
A second wine with the name of A’Kira was presented in 
the year 2001. It can be seen as Arachon´s little brother. 
The name means “a shout of joy” in local Burgenland 
dialect.

Contrary to its elder brother Arachon, it is always made 
of 100 % Blaufränkisch grapes, indigenous to Burgenland. 
Their elegance and the sparse mica slate of the terroir are 
reflected in this wine

O U T S TA N D I N G 
V I N E Y A R D S :

“Central Burgenland soils are eminently suited to 
the production of red wine, and more specifically, 
Blaufränkisch, producing truly unique, aromatic wines. 
This particular terroir lends characteristics that have 
been recognised time and again in blind tastings which 
is an advantage not often seen in other wine-growing 
regions.” Manfred Tement

Hochäcker, Kirchholz, Dürrau, 
Hochberg, Sonnensteig, Bodigraben



THR EE FOUNDING FATHERS

“The longer I work on Arachon, the more 
confident I am in how special this wine is. 
My partners and I have no wish to produce 
an interchangeable wine that could have been 
made in any other wine-growing region in 
the world. We want to produce wines that 
self-confidently show off the characteristics of 
their origin. So increasingly, the focus will be 
on the Blaufränkisch grape, our aim being a 
progression towards even more individuality.” 
Oscar Szemes

From left to right: F.X. Pichler, Oscar Szemes,  
Lucas Pichler, Manfred Tement

From left to right: Manfred Tement, Illa Szemes, F.X. Pichler

After the premature deaths of Tibor in 2001 
and Illa Szemes in 2018, their son Oscar took 
over. Together with the two remaining founding 
fathers, Tement and Pichler, Oscar Szemes is now 
primarily responsible for preparation, production 
and marketing.

The two wines Arachon T.FX.T and A’Kira 
T.FX.T resulting from the original joint project, 
are in remembrance of Illa and Tibor. They stand 
for passion and the sheer joy of life.

T I B O R  S Z E M E S
Tibor Szemes from Pinkafeld in Burgenland devoted 
himself to the production of red wine. The main focus 
of the Szemes family has always been the Blaufränkisch 
grape, indigenous to their home. He was one of the 
most important promoters of Austrian red wine. Its 
popularity beyond the national borders of Austria stems 
from the excellence of his wines, his commitment and 
his worldwide contacts.

F . X . P I C H L E R
A white wine legend in his own lifetime, F.X.Pichler has 
his winery in Oberloiben in Lower Austria. His wines from 
the Wachau region, Grüner Veltliner and Riesling, are 
world famous.

“F. X. Pichler is the Chateau Latour, Domaine de la 
Romanee-Conti, Zind-Humbrecht, Sandrone and Helen 
Turley of the Wachau.“ – Robert Parker Jr., Wine Advocate.

M A NFR ED T EM EN T
No one has had more influence on Styrian white wine than 
Manfred Tement. Its rapid climb to fame is largely due 
to him. The family has worked its way, in under 30 years, 
from being an insider tip at the beginning of the 1990s 
to becoming a global leader. Their Sauvignon Blanc and 
Morillon are among the best in the world.
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